‘The Untouchables’- Divorce, 01.18.12

Divorce rates have skyrocketed since the sex revolution began in the 1960’s when birth control pills were released.  I came upon some statistics about divorce and marriage.  I found that divorce rates have dropped in America overall since the 1980’s but have risen in the church.  Partially this is attributed to the sad philosophy that is becoming a societal norm: Try it before you buy it.  (expound) "There is consensus that the overall U.S. divorce rate had a brief spurt after WW2, followed by a decline, then started rising in the 1960s and even more quickly in the 1970s, then leveled off [in the] 1980s and [has since] declined slightly." 7 However, such gross statistics are misleading. There are a number of factors involved that obscure the real data.  Those that cohabitate have much high rates of divorce once they get married.
Some so smoothly say that, “a good divorce is better than a bad marriage.”
But what of the divorce rate in Christendom? Unfortunately, the divorce rate in the church is comparable to that of the culture at large. Many Christians see nothing wrong with divorce, at least in their own particular situation. But the Bible clearly addresses marriage and divorce. The average length of a marriage in America is only about 8 years now!

	
	

	
	

	
	


"Interviews with young adults suggest that they want their initial marriage to last, but are not particularly optimistic about that possibility. There is also evidence that many young people are moving toward embracing the idea of serial marriage, in which a person gets married two or three times, seeking a different partner for each phase of their adult life." The Barna Group, March 2008

A psychologist from the University of Montreal concluded from a study performed under his watch that: “teenagers of divorced families are less optimistic and have more psychological problems than those whose parents stay together.”

If this is true (which it is) then why do so many in the church wantonly enter into the sacred with such a secular mindset?) Marriage is the most important of ALL human relationships… after the kids are gone… we can look at the most egregious ills of society and most can be traced to the breakdown of the originally intended plan for the family.  If it is one of the most important then the breaking up of it must be one of the most tragic events in the human experience… after all, marriage is more than a feeling or an event, it is a covenant between another person, the church and God. 
Higher rate in church than rest of society (granted many of them are shacking up these days)… issue is lack of honor in from the pulpit- people that wantonly marry people as an outreach and give sermons to tickle peoples ears. 
Key Verses: MALACHI 2:13-17
Through the prophets, God emphasized three principles: 
1. Marriage is sacred
2. God hates divorce 
3. Marriage is designed to produce children of good character. 
Equal yoking (describe) Not to be entered into lightly- please don’t give into the lie that a real man is well endowed and hooks up with as many women as possible.  A real man stays the course with the woman/family he chose and makes it work no matter what it costs him! Akin to leaving the faith- so you would have Godly children… (Kids and disciples) Kingdom growth/expansion is God’s intention for this institution- always has been! Marriage is the first institution created by God. God made the first man, Adam, but declared that it was not good for Adam to be alone. He then brought to Adam all the animals, which Adam named, but "no companion suitable for him" was found (GENESIS 2:20, NLT). God was revealing to Adam his incomplete nature. God then created a woman, Eve, for Adam. He blessed them and their union and gave them the earth to rule over. (See GENESIS 1:27-28.) The creation of marriage occurred prior to sin's entrance into the world. It was a part of God's perfect design for mankind.
Jesus underscored the importance and sacredness of lifelong marriage in His own teachings. (See MATTHEW 19:6-10.)
The apostle Paul further taught that the marital relationship is to be an ongoing demonstration of the sacrificial love that Christ showed His church. (See EPHESIANS 5:21-33 & 1 CORINTHIANS 7)
2 Biblical grounds: 
1. Adultery 
2. Abandonment
3. Not the Lord but I, where one’s life is in danger if they stay.  Severe physical abuse, but still the door for remarriage is not opened here.  The estranged/abused is choosing to remain single unless reconciliation occurs.
“There are lots of marriages today that breakup just at the point where they could mature and deepen.  We are taught to quit when it hurts. But often, it is the times of pain that produce the most growth in relationships.” Madeleine L’Engle
Divorce shakes you off the ground
Divorce whirls you around.
Divorce makes you all confused
Divorce forces you to choose.
Divorce makes you feel all sad
Divorce pushes you to be mad.

Divorce makes you wonder who cares
Divorce leaves you thoroughly scared.
Divorce makes a silent home
Divorce leaves you all alone.

Divorce is supposed to be an answer.
Divorce, in fact, is emotional cancer.

· Ten Year-old Chicago girl

If your parents have been divorced it is not shameful to you and neither is it your fault.  You did not cause it and it would have been hard for you to prevent it.  They needed to make the choice.  What you can do though is make sure you stay married. The research on divorce shows that if couples will slow down the process and seek outside professional help, many marriages can be saved… don’t rush into it if you’re ever faced with a tough marital arrangement.
The slogan: "The family that prays together, stays together" is well known. There has been much anecdotal evidence that has led to "unsubstantiated claims that the divorce rate for Christians who attended church regularly, pray together or who meet other conditions is only 1 or 2 percent". 8 Emphasis ours]. Dr. Tom Ellis, chairman of the Southern Baptist Convention's Council on the Family said that for "...born-again Christian couples who marry...in the church after having received premarital counseling...and attend church regularly and pray daily together..." experience only 1 divorce out of nearly 39,000 marriages -- or 0.00256 percent. 9
Those that regularly attend church, are involved in discipleship are much less likely to get divorced.  However, Dating is a breeding ground for divorce.  
Q & A with 66 year marriage vets, Cal and Gerry Hamilton to conclude
