ALIGNING OUR BEARINGS	JOHN E BROWN
ROMANS 8:28-29, GALATIANS 4:14	FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
ROMANS 15:17, 1 SAMUEL 14:7 
ISAIAH 61:4
· Did you ever have a wheel bearing ‘go out’ on your car or on a car you were riding in?? Then you know what I mean when I mention our ‘bearings’ need to be in good condition.
· Here are some sobering facts that speak to ‘bearings’ in the Church.
· In 1956 71% of Americans identified themselves as Protestants… by 2016 that number was only 37%. 
· In 1948 only 2% of Americans identifies themselves as ‘non-religious’… by 2002 that figure was at 10% but by 2016 the numbers had increased to 18%. In only 14 years the numbers of ‘non-religious’ people had grown more than in the previous 50 years.
· In the U.K. members of the Church of England totaled 16.6 million in 1983 and by 2015 had shrunk nearly 50% to 8.6 million. 
· We have to get our bearings aligned!
· I think of four kinds of ‘bearers’ in the Bible.
· Message Bearers.
· Image Bearers.
· Burden Bearers.
· Armor Bearers.
· We will look at each one of these four and see the significance they have in our lives and the lives of those we are called to reach. 
· We are called to be Message Bearers.
· “But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 NASB
· Did you catch the disciples’ responses… “When they saw Him, they worshipped him, but some doubted.”
· The Bible is so real and so honest and the discples were so human! (see Mark 16:8 & Luke 24:36-44)
· Lord, touch us today, open our minds to understand the scriptures!
· “Get yourself up on a high mountain,
O Zion, bearer of good news,
Lift up your voice mightily,
O Jerusalem, bearer of good news;
Lift it up, do not fear.
Say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might,
With His arm ruling for Him.
Behold, His reward is with Him
And His recompense before Him.” Isaiah 40:9-10 NASB
·  We are to be ‘bearers’ of Good News. 
· We get to proclaim ‘Behold Your God. (Part of the good news is that Jesus has come to be ‘their’ God too)
· …”Speak loud and clear… tell the cities of Judah, Look! Your God! Look at Him God, the Master comes in power, ready to go into action!... Isaiah 40:9-10 The Message. 
· “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
Because the LORD has anointed me
To bring good news to the afflicted;
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to captives
And freedom to prisoners;
To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD
And the day of vengeance of our God;
To comfort all who mourn,
To grant those who mourn in Zion,
Giving them a garland instead of ashes,
The oil of gladness instead of mourning,
The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting.
So they will be called oaks of righteousness,
The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.
Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins,
They will raise up the former devastations;
And they will repair the ruined cities,
The desolations of many generations.” Isaiah 61:1-4 NASB
· We are to ‘bear the message’ of the favorable year of the Lord.
· “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10 NASB
· “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NASB
· We are His ambassadors; we are authorized and credentialed to be those message bearers who carry the Good News of His Kingdom. 
· We are called to be Image Bearers. 
· “My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you—“ Galatians 4:19 NASB
· “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13 NASB
· “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;” Romans 8:28-29 NASB
· “Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.” Colossians 1:25-29 NASB
· There is a real significance placed on Jesus being ‘Formed’ In us, His being in us and us growing into the ‘family like-ness.’
· “The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward” 2 Kings 19:30 NASB
· “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit [a]of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.” John 15:4-5 NASB
· …”I am the vine and you are the branches. When you’re joined with Me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing.” John 15:5 The Message
· “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 NASB
· “Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.” Romans 7:4-6 NASB
· What is we who are message bearers were to ‘bear’ more likeness to the One we represent and the purpose that He has?
· The message is bound to have a more profound impact and effect when the message and the messenger are so much the same.
· See Philippians 2:1-13
· We are called to be Burden Bearers
· “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  For each one will bear his own load.” Galatians 6:1-5 NASB
· We are to carry the issues that people have ‘share’ the load.
· “Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME.” For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.” Romans 15:1-7 NASB
· Stronger believers are to bear the weariness of those without strength.
· We are to accept others regardless of their level of acceptability. 
· “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” Colossians 3:12-17 NASB
· Recognizing God’s choice of us (see verse 12) we put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility and patience…
· In verse 13 this results in us “bearing with one another and forgiving each other…”
· There is a calling to be an Armor Bearer.
· “Then Jonathan said to the young man who was carrying his armor, “Come and let us cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the LORD is not restrained to save by many or by few.” His armor bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart; turn yourself, and here I am with you according to your desire.” Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will cross over to the men and reveal ourselves to them.  If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you’; then we will stand in our place and not go up to them. But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up, for the LORD has given them into our hands; and this shall be the sign to us.” When both of them revealed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines, the Philistines said, “Behold, Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have hidden themselves.” So the men of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his armor bearer and said, “Come up to us and we will tell you something.” And Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has given them into the hands of Israel.” Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, with his armor bearer behind him; and they fell before Jonathan, and his armor bearer put some to death after him. That first slaughter which Jonathan and his armor bearer made was about twenty men within about half a furrow in an acre of land. And there was a trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. Even the garrison and the raiders trembled, and the earth quaked so that it became a great trembling.” 1 Samuel 14:6-15 NASB
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jonathan’s Armor Bearer…”Do all that is in your heart… and here I am with you according to your desire.” (verse 7)
· Jonathan and his Armor Bearer fought and defeated the enemy and caused a trembling in the enemies’ camps. (verse 13-15)
· “Then one of the young men said, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who is a skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a warrior, one prudent in speech, and a handsome man; and the LORD is with him.”  So Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David who is with the flock.” Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread and a jug of wine and a young goat, and sent them to Saul by David his son. Then David came to Saul and attended him; and Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor bearer. Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David now stand before me, for he has found favor in my sight.” So it came about whenever the evil spirit from God came to Saul, David would take the harp and play it with his hand; and Saul would be refreshed and be well, and the evil spirit would depart from him.” 1 Samuel 16:18-23 NASB
· David became Saul’s Armor Bearer and ministered to Saul when he was in spiritual and natural warfare.
· David served Saul as his Armor Bearer but he was wise enough to fight Saul’s battle but not in Saul’s armor. (see 1 Samuel 17:27-40)
· “The battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was badly wounded by the archers. Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and pierce me through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and pierce me through and make sport of me.” But his armor bearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. Thus Saul died with his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men on that day together.” 1 Samuel 31:3-6 NASB
· An Armor Bearer is loyal and faithful to the end.
· It is my conclusion that we are for more effective, more aligned, when we are authentic Image Bearers to those people we are working to be Message Bearers, Burden Bearers or Armor Bearers to. 




