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Gen. 12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land |
will show you. >“I will make you into a great nation. and I will bless you: I will make your name great, and you will
be a blessing. * I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse: and all peoples on earth will be

blessed through you.” * So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
vears old when he set out from Harran.

God calls Abram out of obscurity, challenging him to leave his moon worship and turn to the true Living God.

He positions Abram in a place where he can receive the covenant
L]

Gen. 15 *He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.”

Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ® Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as
righteousness.

He makes the promise in the middle of nowhere
]

Gen. 15 ® But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” ® So the LORD said
to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.” '° Abram
brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not
cut in half. ' Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. '> As the sun was setting,
Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. '* Then the LORD said to him,
“Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that
they will be enslaved and mistreated there. '* But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they
will come out with great possessions. '* You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old
age. '®In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached
its full measure.” '” When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared
and passed between the pieces. '® On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates......

God executes the blood covenant
[ ]

Gen.17 ' This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male
among you shall be circumcised. '' You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between
me and you. '* For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised.
including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring.

' Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh
is to be an everlasting covenant.
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God defines the covenant
[

GEN. 21 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said. and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised.
>Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him.

¥ Abraham gave the name Isaac®! to the son Sarah bore him. * When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham _
circumcised him, as God commanded him. $ Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

God fulfils the covenant
[ ]

GEN. 22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. > Then God
said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Iszac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as
a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” * Early the next moming Abraham got up and loaded his donkey.
He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set
out for the place God had told him about. * On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.

5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while [ and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we
will come back to you.” ¢ Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, ’ Isaac spoke up and said to his father
Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?”” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?” ® Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son.” And the two of them went on together. * When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built
an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

1 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. '' But the angel of the LORD called out to him
from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. '?“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram®! caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.

God challenges Abraham’s commitment to the covenant
[ ]

John 19 '®Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 7 Carrying

his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). '® There they crucified
him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

There was another challenge to a better covenant
[ ]
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