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Encounters with Jesus 

“One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in 
on him to listen to the word of God. He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for the 
fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus 
asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the 
crowds from there. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is 
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.” “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard 
all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” And this 
time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! A shout for help brought their partners in 
the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. When 
Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, 
Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” For he was awestruck by the number of fish 
they had caught, as were the others with him. His partners, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be 
fishing for people!” And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.”

Luke 5:1-11 NLT


This was a record setting catch of fish 

An encounter with Jesus eclipsed everything 


They left everything and followed Jesus 

“Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, 
while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on 
the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat 
was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. Now in the 
fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw 
Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” And 
Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 
So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water 
to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to 
sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and 
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into 
the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, 
“Truly You are the Son of God.””

Matthew 14:22-33 NKJV


Storms will come 

Following Jesus will take you places you never thought you would go 
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You might be following Jesus if you have doubts… He can handle your doubts 

Staying dry is not the goal 

“After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in 
this way He showed Himself: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. Simon Peter said 
to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out 
and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning 
had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” They answered Him, “No.” And He 
said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, 
and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. Therefore that 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 
But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two 
hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw 
a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 
which you have just caught.” Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large 
fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. 
Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who 
are You?”—knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to 
them, and likewise the fish. This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples 
after He was raised from the dead. So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second 
time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke, signifying by what death he 
would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.””

John 21:1-19 NKJV 


Have you ever been fishing?  

Jesus wants what we have to offer 

Follow me = “I still want you” “I still choose you” 
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