PAUL'S POWERFUL PRAYER

2 Thessalonians 1:10-12

Today we will look at another of Paul’s incredible prayers. He again is writing to the
persecuted people in Thessalonica in order to empower and encourage them. He
speaks to their afflictions and difficulties and offers them a most powerful prayer

that we today truly benefit from.

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3We ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love
of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; *therefore, we
ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance
and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you
endure. 3This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will
be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.
8For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord
Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing
out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. °These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, '®when He comes
to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed—for our testimony to you was believed.

2 Thessalonians 1:1-10 NASB

e Paul and his team send a blessing to the believers in Thessalonica. V1-2
o The church there was deeply afflicted and endured much trouble and

mis-treatment. V5-6

5This is positive proof of the just and right judgment of God to the end that you
may be deemed deserving of His kingdom [a plain token of His fair verdict which
designs that you should be made and counted worthy of the kingdom of God], for
the sake of which you are also suffering. é[It is a fair decision] since itis a
righteous thing with God to repay with distress and affliction those who
distress and afflict you,
2 Thessalonians 1:5-6 AMPC

e Paultells us that Jesusis coming back and that heaven and hell are real.
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"When He comes to be glorified in His saints [on that day He will be made more
glorious in His consecrated people], and [He will] be marveled at and admired [in
His glory reflected] in all who have believed [who have adhered to, trusted in, and

relied on Him], because our withessing among you was confidently
accepted and believed [and confirmed in your lives]. " With this in view we
constantly pray for you, that our God may deem and count you worthy of [your]
calling and [His] every gracious purpose of goodness, and with power may
complete in [your] every particular work of faith (faith which is that leaning of the
whole human personality on God in absolute trust and confidence in His power,
wisdom, and goodness). *Thus may the name of our Lord Jesus Christ be
glorified and become more glorious through and in you, and may you [also be
glorified] in Him according to the grace (favor and blessing) of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).
2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 AMPC
"When he comes on that day, he will receive glory from his holy people—praise
from all who believe. And this includes you, for you believed what we told you
about him. " So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a
life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things
your faith prompts you to do. 2Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored
because of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is all
made possible because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 NLT
%when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at
among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. ' To this
end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of
your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with
power, 2so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in
Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 NASB

e Look at Paul’s prayer...

o He prays that God will count us each worthy of our calling...

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are
chosen 2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace
and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 3Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
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dead, “to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you.
1 Peter 11:1-4 NASB

He prays for God to fulfill ever desire for goodness.

He prays for the work of faith with power to be experientially ours!

He prays that the name of Jesus will be glorified in us.

He prays that we will be glorified in Him according to the grace of God.

O O O O

22«Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “It is not for your
sake, O house of Israel, that | am about to act, but for My holy name, which you
have profaned among the nations where you went. 2| will vindicate the holiness of
My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have
profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that | am the Lord,” declares
the Lord God, “when | prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24 For | will take
you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own
land. 22Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 2 Moreover, | will give you a new
heart and put a new spirit within you; and | will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 2’| will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 22You
will live in the land that | gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and |
will be your God.
Ezekiel 36:22-28 NASB

e Ezekiel declares how God will vindicate His holiness by being holy in and
through His people. And this happens in the sight of people who have known
our ‘human-ness!’

o Lookwhat happens here:
= God proves Himself holy ‘among us’...with us...within us...in
‘their’ sight.
= He gathers people to Himself.
= He will cleanse us...completely - no idols...
= He gives us a new heart (no more hard hearts).
= He gives us the Holy Spirit.
= He gives us His loving Father’s heart.




